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WSDOT Practical Solutions 

Implementation

Least Cost Planning and Practical Design:

• Enables more flexible and sustainable 

transportation investment decisions

Legislative Direction:

• Implement Practical Design Strategy

(ESSB 6001)
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Transportation budget is large, but 

most of it is already committed
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Practical Solutions:

What it is vs. What it isn’t

What it is

• Focuses on project purpose and need

• Engages local stakeholders at the earliest stages 

of defining scope to ensure their input is included

What is isn’t

• Does not compromise safety

• Is not a "new tool" or "new method"
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Most cost-effective approach

Other states

• Idaho

• Missouri

• New Jersey

• Oregon

• Pennsylvania

• Utah

FHWA is encouraging use

of practical design and

performance data
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Practical Design Policy and Support

What we are doing

• Support decisions that will focus on the need for 

the project

• Move from a standards-based to performance-

based designs

• Empower engineers to make decisions

• Provide tools that support decision making

• Support our staff through training and 

development
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Standards-based practice example

Project context for 

design is currently 

based on limited 

information . . . 

. . . so early 

decisions are made 

on critical design 

elements -

regardless of the 

project need and 

deficiency

Basic functional 

classification and 

traffic volume 

information . . . 

. . . leads to critical 

design speed, lane, 

shoulder, and right 

of way dimensions
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• How does Practical Design work?
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Practical Design Policy

– More effective measurements of design performance

– Evaluate tradeoffs in performance of design options

An INFORMED 

tradeoffs analysis 

supports 

implementation Cost

Schedule

Freight Mobility
Constructability

Environmental Impacts ROW

LivabilityLocal Access
Land useModal Designs

Maintenance Costs Maintenance Safety
SustainableProtects Habitat
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South Central Region Example

I-82 – Valley Mall Boulevard in Union Gap
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